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Qashqai language 


Qashqai {J also spelled Qashqay, Kashkai, Kashkay, 
Qasqa ’ and Qashqa'i) is an Oghuz Turkic language spoken 
by the Qashqai people , an ethnic group living mainly in the Fars 
Province of Southern Iran. Encyclopedia Iranica regards Qashqai as 
an independent third group of dialects within the Southwestern 
Turkic language group.^ It is known to speakers as TurkiP^ 
Estimates of the number of Qashqai speakers vary. Ethnologue gave 
a figure of 949,000 in 2015.^ 

The Qashqai language is closely related to Azerbaijani, also known 
as Azeri. However, some Qashqai varieties namely the variety 
spoken in the Sheshbeyli tribe share features with TurkishJ 7 ^ 8 ' In a 
sociopolitical sense, though, Qashqai is considered a language in its 
own right. ^ 

Like other Turkic languages spoken in Iran, such as the Azerbaijani 
language, Qashqai uses a modified version of the Perso-Arabic 
script. 
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Phonology 


Qashqai 

Qashqay, Kashkai, Kashkay, 
Qasqa’T 


(Jr)(J I&&, 

Ka§qay dili 

Native to 

Iran 

Region 

Fars, Isfahan, 
Bushehr, 

Chaharmahal and 
Bakhtiari, 
Kohgiluyeh and 
Boyer-Ahmad, 
Khuzestan 

Ethnicity 

Qashqai 

Native speakers 

949,000 (2015)[1] 
(http://www.ethnol 
ogue.com/langua 
ge/qxq) 

Language 

family 

Turkic 

■ Common 

Turkic 

- Oghuz 

- Southern 
Oghuz 

■ Qashqai 

Writing system 

Persian alphabet 

Language codes 

ISO 639-3 

qxq 

Glottolog 

qashl240 (htt 

p://glottolog.or 

g/resource/langu 

oid/id/qashl240)h 

Linguasphere 

Part of 44-AAB-a 


Consonants 


















Consonants of Qashqai 



Labial 

Alveolar 

Post- 

alveolar 

Palatal Velar Uvular 

Glottal 






Plosive 

voiceless 

P 

t 



k a 

(?) 

voiced 

b 

d 



g 



Affricate 

voiceless 



a 





voiced 



dl. 





Fricative 

voiceless 

f 

s 

i 



X 

h 

voiced 

V 

z 

(3) 



bS 


Nasal 

m 

n 



,Q 



Tr 

Appro) 

ill 


r 






cimant 

[w] 

1 


1 





■ Sounds iy and /?/ only occur as loan consonants from Persian and Arabic. 

■ Sounds /p, t, tjf, k/ mainly occur phonemically before consonants, but may occur as aspirated 
before vowels or in word-final position as [p h t h tj h k h ], 

■ Sounds /z, r), ul never occur in word-initial position, except in a few loan words. 

■ [w] only occurs as an intervocalic allophone of /v/ when occurring between two rounded vowels. 
It may also occur in vowel diphthongs as [ow], 

■ lr\l and Iql can occur phonemically as [p] and [j] when preceding front vowels. 

■ /I/ may occur as two allophones; as [If] before front vowels, or as [1] before back vowels. 

■ /r/ can have two allophones; as [r] in word-initial and word-medial positions, or as [r] in word- 
final positions. In native words, /r/ rarely occurs word-initially. 

Vowels 


Vowels of Qashqai 



Front 

Back 

Close 

' y 

HI u 

Mid 

e 

0 

(§) : ?? 


Open 

as 

a (d) 


■ Vowels lyl and /ce/ are used rather infrequently. 

■ lei only occurs as a word-final variant of /eel. 

■ l\l is always realized in word-final position as [i], 

■ /iu/ can be realized as [i] in non-initial positions. 

■ lul mainly occurs as a centralized allophone [tf] when preceding palatal consonants. 

■ Vowel /a/ is in free variation with its rounded equivalent /o/, when occurring in front 
syllables, t 10 ^ 11 ] 






Morphology 


The suffixes are similar to Azerbaijani. 

Syntax 


Qashqai follows common Turkic syntax features: dependent marking, head-final within unmarked phrases, 
free word order with SOV preferred, agglutinative. 
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